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RIO DE JANEIRO - TRAVELER SECURITY CHECKLIST - 2026

Rio, before you land: the three decisions that do
the safety work

Ruo's travel advisory is the same Level 2 as France and Italy, and it is useless _for decisions. The violence behind the reputation

sits in geography you will never visit. What you will actually face is_four specific patterns, and three decisions cover them.

DECISION 1

Pick your map before you book AT A GLANCE

0

The gap between the South Zone and the statistics is categorical, not

incremental. L
homicides in Ipanema and Leblon, Q1
O Book Tier 1: Ipanema, Leblon, Barra da Tijuca, Botafogo, Urca. 2026
Ipanema and Leblon recorded zero homicides in Q1 2026. ISP-RJ, 2026
O Copacabana is not Ipanema: robberies up 25%, thefts up 56% year over
P P b pov ey +25% / +56%

year. Fine by day on Avenida Atlantica; skip the perpendicular side streets after

Copacabana robberies and thefts, year
dark.

over year. The one South Zone
exception

O Centro after 18:00, and any favela without professional accompaniment: no.
Rio Times / ISP-RJ, 2025

DECISION 2 .
Decide transport once, not per ride 7 min .
a phone is stolen or robbed in Rio
O The GIG arrival corridor runs the Linha Vermelha through Zona roughly every seven minutes
Norte. Book pre-arranged professional transport for the airport, both Interlira Reports, Nov 2025

directions. Ride-hail is for the South Zone, not this corridor. .
’ The_full three-tier map, the four threat patterns, and

O After dark inside the South Zone: ride-hail (Uber, 99), door to door, never a the securily hire matrix live in our Rio guide.
street hail.

O Confirm the car from the lobby and walk out when it arrives.

DECISION 3
Set the pattern protocol before you fly

O The PIX pattern (Brazil's instant-payment rail): express-kidnap crews force
transfers from the victim's own phone. Most visitors cannot hold PIX; the
coercion lands on the apps you do carry. Set transfer limits and app locks
before you fly; cap any PIX wallet (Wise, for example) the day you add it.

O Beach rule: take nothing you would mind losing. The arrastio is a crowd

sweep, and it works on whatever is on your towel.

O Phone pocketed on sidewalks, earbuds for navigation. A phone is taken in Rio

roughly every seven minutes.

On Vanguard movements these rules hold at professional grade, vetted drivers and route

intelligence included. Rio does not require courage. It requires three decisions made early.

Prepared for private circulation - forward freely brief.vanguardattache.com/rio-3decisions



